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People can develop a strong connection to their environment by participating in its design and construction. Self-build
methods help create an intimate relationship between the building and the user, and foster a strong sense of ownership. The
collaborative construction process can also bond a community together; especially those which are struggling to recover from
a disaster.In the introductory class, two self-build case studies will be shown. One is the Student—Build Campus project at
SFC, and the other is the Veneer House project conducted by Kobayashi Lab. These two examples show the importance of
hands—on involvement in helping students to approach projects as a matter of personal concern and conviction.The
Miraisozojuku (Institute for Designing the Future) Student-Build Campus (SBC) is based on the concept that students,
faculty members and staff can join forces to plan and realize a residential education and research facility with their own
hands. This challenging project is part of SFC’ s effort to build a “Student—-made Campus of the Future,” an expression of the
university’ s culture of experimentation. Commitment to the planning and construction process will forge a sense of
attachment to the new campus and the future of the university. The Veneer House Project began as a response to the 2011
Great East Japan Earthquake. This building system uses prefabricated plywood panels to expedite and simplify construction,
allowing disaster stricken communities to quickly respond to their own needs. The first Veneer House was completed in
northeast Japan in 2012. Since then, Veneer Houses have been constructed in Japan, Myanmar, the Philippines, and Nepal.
The structural frame can be easily erected in collaboration with the local people. Indigenous materials are used to create an
exterior that complements the surrounding context, which strengthens the local community’ s sense of ownership of the
building.
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